










CONFEDERATED TRIBES OF THE COLVILLE RESERVATION             
  P.O. BOX 150, NESPELEM, WA.   99155 

PARKS AND RECREATION PROGRAM 
(509)634.3145  Fax (509)634-3150 

 
June 6, 2022 

 

Re: Inchelium Skate Park Project 

To: Boys and Girls Club of Inchelium 

 

To Whom It May Concern 

 

As a representative of Colville Confederated Tribes, Parks and Recreation 

Department, I am writing in support of the Boys and Girls Club of Inchelium effort to 

pursue grant funding related to the design and development of the Park for 

recreational purposes. 

 

Outdoor activities are valuable for many reasons, including health and wellness, 

encouraging young adults to remain active, to make friends and for social gathering. 

 

The area lacks safe and properly developed outdoor recreational facilities for kids 

and the closest park on the reservation is 80+ miles away in the city of Omak, 

Washington which is a two-hour drive away. 

 

We fully support the Inchelium Skate park project and look forward to seeing it 

succeed. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Linda Palmer, Manager 

Colville Confederated Tribes 

Parks and Recreation 
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Email: mhill86@ewu.edu    Voice: (509) 828-1269   fax: (509) 828-1275 
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Grad Margo Hill, Faculty and Tribal Planning Director 
            Urban Planning, Public and Health Administration 
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Inchelium Boys & Girls Club  
C/O Julie Phillips  
P.O. Box 143  
Inchelium, WA 99138  
  
Dear Ms. Morgan,  

On behalf of the Eastern Washington University College of Urban Planning and Tribal 
Planning Program, I would like to express our support for the Inchelium Skatepark. My grandfather is 
Colville and we have many relatives that live on the Colville Indian Reservation. I grew up traveling to 
Inchelium for sports, cultural events as well as camping. As a professor of Urban and Regional 
Planning I have taught workshops for Inchelium youth and filmed a short Public Service 
Announcement with Inchelium youth on Tribal Traffic Safety.  

Inchelium is located in the remote mountains of Inland Washington State, on the easternmost 
side of the 1.4 million-acre Colville Indian Reservation. This is a reservation that in 2006 had a suicide 
rate five times greater than the average for tribal members in this state. Nationally, this number is far 
greater. Suicide is the leading cause of death for Native youth ages 15 to 24. This is our reality. As 
mothers, as aunties, as friends, as mentors. We are losing our beautiful children. No more. We 
assist their community by providing healthy outlets of recreation, communities of creativity, and safe 
spaces for education.  

Skate parks have been linked to wellness promotion for both young people and adults and can 
function as a venue to nurture Native youth. Some proponents of skate parks use the popularity of 
skateboards and skating to link past and present in ways that teach history and expand ideas about 
contemporary Indigenous aesthetics. This phenomenon can also be a visible means to challenge 
stereotypes and rigid definitions of us and them.  

The draft skatepark employs thorough co-development planning that prioritizes education, 
health and dignity. The location is visible, convenient and proximal to the Community Center, 
Inchelium School Complex, and the future Wellness Center. The location is ideal to facilitate 
accessible and safe outdoor recreation for children in the community, the adjacent Boys & Girls Club 
as well as in other visiting organizations. The skatepark design incorporates a sturgeon-nose canoe as 
a centerpiece to further engage children in cultural heritage. I fully support the Inchelium Skatepark 
project and look forward to seeing it succeed.  
  
Lem lemsh,  
 

 
Margo Hill, JD, MURP 
Spokane Tribal member 
Associate Professor of Urban and Regional Planning at EWU  

mailto:mhill86@ewu.edu






 
 SALISHAN STURGEON NOSE CANOES 
               PO Box 294, Bridgeport, WA 98813 
                            Phone: (208) 874-2385 
 
 

 
Inchelium Boys & Girls Club 
c/o Julie Phillips 
PO Box 143 
Inchelium, WA 99138 
 
April 23, 2022 
 
Dear Inchelium Skatepark Planning Members, 
 
Re: Inchelium Skatepark support 
 
My name is Shawn Brigman and I am the founder of Salishan Sturgeon Nose Canoes, a native 
owned business in eastern Washington. I am a Spokane Tribal member and descendent of 
regional northern Plateau peoples such as the sinixt, kalispel, and shuswap. All three of these 
Indigenous groups are historically documented as employing bark sturgeon-nose canoes. To 
date, I have sculpted five all natural bark sturgeon-nose canoes reflecting northern Plateau 
cultural heritage since time immemorial. In 2013, I also established a contemporary canoe 
design called a Salishan Sturgeon Nose Canoe with a unique frame assemblage and skin 
attachment method with over thirty in circulation. In 2016, I was awarded an artist-in-residence 
opportunity sponsored by the Longhouse Education and Cultural Center’s Northwest Heritage 
Program within The Evergreen State College. The program sponsored me in skinning a 
Salishan Sturgeon Nose Canoe with Salish language learners for the Inchelium Language and 
Culture Association, which then paddled in the 2016 Kettle Falls Canoe Journey and beyond. 
 
Now in 2022, I am pleased to write this letter of support for the Inchelium Skatepark project. 
With its proposed design of a concrete sturgeon-nose canoe as a centerpiece for skateboard 
tricks, this concrete educational component is an empowering opportunity for youth to learn 
about community heritage. 
 
The Inchelium Skatepark project will provide recreational, educational, and community 
empowerment opportunities for the Colville Confederated Tribe of Indians to share cultural 
heritage with surrounding communities. Please contact me any time for further support. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Shawn Brigman, PhD 
Founder, Salishan Sturgeon Nose Canoes (est. 2013) 
cmtus.sturgeon@gmail.com 





PO Box 3541   |   Wenatchee, WA. 98807   |    www.indigenousrrf.org   |    email: info@indigensourrf.org

June 22, 2022
From: Indigenous Roots & Reparation Foundation
To: Boy & Girls Club on Inchelium
Subject: Inchelium Skatepark Project

I am writing in support of the Inchelium Skatepark Project on behalf of the Indigenous Roots & 
Reparation Foundation.

Inchelium is located in the remote mountains of the Northeast Washington State, on the easternmost 
side of the 1.4 million-acre Colville Indian Reservation. Although surrounded by natural beauty, the area 
lacks safe and properly developed outdoor recreational facilities for kids. The closest skatepark on the 
reservation is 87 miles away in the city of Omak, a two hour drive over three mountain passes. 

Local roads are narrow and lack shoulders or proper sidewalks for children to walk, run, hike or skate 
safely. This is a formula that puts area youth at risk of injury and discourages healthy outdoor activity. 

There are many benefits to include a skatepark, such as:
• Skateparks in rural areas have proven to be beneficial to the health and wellness of their communities. 
• The proposed location is visible and convenient, adjacent to the soon-to-be Wellness Center. 
• It is near the Inchelium School Complex, and near the existing Community Center that houses the Boys    
  & Girls Club.
• Kids from other towns could do field trips with the Boys & Girls Clubs to visit the skatepark. 
• The draft skatepark design has a concrete sturgeon-nose canoe as a centerpiece, which provides an   
  educational component for kids to learn about the community’s heritage.

It was brought to our boards attention that the land for the skatepark is owned by the Colville 
Confederated Tribe. A required Cultural Resources report has already been completed. 

The Indigenous Roots & Reparation Foundation supports the Inchelium Skatepark Project. 
We look forward to future updates and progress.

lámlamt 

Mary Big Bull-Lewis
Chair
Indigenous Roots & Reparation Foundation



Laura Stovel, PhD
Box 686, Revelstoke, BC, VOE 2S0

(250)814-8977i lstove10@email.com

Aprrl1A,2022
Re: Boys and Grls Club of Inchelium Skatepark Project

I am writing this letter in support of the Inchelium Skatepark Project. As a historian,
sociologist and writer based in Revelstoke, B.C., Canada,I have researched and written
about the Sinixt people whose traditional homeland ran all the way north to include the
land I now call home. I am ashamed to say that the settler government here made it
impossible for the Sinixt to stay in this region. They were denied rights and access to
their traditional lands and were pushed into the United States. As a result of this, Sinixt
youth were denied the important attachment to their homeland.

In my view, Sinixt children and youth need extra support for positive, community-based
activities. The skatepark, and its creative integration of Sinixt culture with the distinctive
sturgeon-nosed canoe incorporated into the design, would be meaningful for children,
youth and families. The children and youth would build confidence and agility as they
learn skateboarding tricks and the skatepark could be a hub for young families. This
project would promote the health and wellbeing of children, youth and families in
Inchelium.
I hope you will support this worthy project.

Laura Stovel



From: Anthony Houston, President, Republic Skatepark Committee

Date: July 2nd, 2022

To: Boys & Girls Club of Inchelium

Subject: Inchelium Skatepark Support

I am writing in support of the Inchelium Skatepark project.  We have been working tirelessly
for many years to build a skatepark in Republic, WA and are very excited for Inchelium to
also have a skatepark for its community.  We have been overwhelmed with the positive
feedback we have received on this project and know that this appreciation and support can
be translated to the Inchelium Skatepark as well.  People in Ferry County are desperate for
more healthy recreation opportunities in our county.

Inchelium is similar to many other small towns, in that there are not many extracurricular
activities for young people in the area.  Skateparks have been shown to improve mental and
physical health, reduce illicit behavior and property damage, provide a safer environment for
skateboarding and have even created a positive economic impact (sponranch.com). The
fact that this skatepark will be supported by the Inchelium Boys and Girls Club is a huge
benefit.  I look forward to future skate competitions and outdoor recreation festivals and
activities that will connect the youth from Republic and Inchelium in a positive way.

The bottom line is that skateparks create a positive gathering place for a wide variety of
people in conjunction with the fact that youth in these rural communities do not have as
many safe, outdoor gathering places as urban dwellers.  I can’t wait to visit this new shining
gem in our neighboring town.

Sincerely,

Anthony Houston

President

Republic Skatepark Committee























Boys and Girls Club of Inchelium 

c/o Julie Phillips 

PO Box 143 

Inchelium, WA  99138 

 

 

Dear Boys and Girls Club: 

 

We are in full support of a skateboard park in our tribal community of Inchelium, Wa.  These parks seem 

to be of widespread interest to youth in rural areas.  We are in great need of diverse healthy lifestyle 

activities in our tribal community.   

There are opportunities for cost share projects for helmets and other safety equipment that we and 

perhaps our community members would support. 

Please give this grant your priority consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Patricia L. Bailey and Donald J. Hurst 

PO Box 455 

Inchelium, WA  99138 

 













To whom it may concern:

I am writing in support of a skatepark in Inchelium. I live in Denver, Colorado and care

about this community, thus I am writing to support the development of a skatepark. Skateparks

can provide not only an area for people to recreate, but also provides a safe space for youth in

the community to gather. I believe that a skatepark in Inchelium would provide so much benefit

to the community and hope they are chosen for this program.

Sincerely,

Stephanie McGraw




































































































































































































































